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Cupa Pizarras:

CUPIRE was founded in 1968 by the union of several
Spanish slate producers who decided to combine their
efforts in the extraction and production of slate. Five
years later, in order to meet the growing worldwide
demand for natural slate and with the entrance of new
partners the company transformed into CUPIRE
PADESA.

More than forty years later, CUPIRE PADESA, is now a group
employing more than 1,300 people and comprises over forty
companies linked primarily to the building sector.

Within CUPIRE, CUPA PIZARRAS (CUPA) is the company
responsible for the marketing and sales of the slates produced
by the group. It was created with the aim of providing the finest
quality slate and exceptional service to our customers around the
world.



ONE in every FOUR slates
used in roofing around the world

is produced by CUPA PIZARRAS




Quality: You can depend on

CUPA PIZARRAS is the world's principal slate producer, marketing more than 140,000 tons of slate abroad. The global
presence of the company has its roots in the extraordinary purity of the slate that is extracted from its quarries, as well
as in the systematic quality controls undergone by each piece of slate produced.

CUPA PIZARRAS has been extremely proactive in the

area of continuous improvement, and it is precisely

through our desire to offer the highest quality product

that the company has achieved its position as world

leader in the sector. : e b i |
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All quarries currently operated by the CUPIRE PADESA
GROUP are endorsed in those countries where such
authorisation is mandatory. Our compliance with norm .

ISO 9001:2000 (certified by AENOR) certifies our quality CER EEE"! TE
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CUPA Engineering Service Ltd. (a company within the

group) is responsible for geological studies, geo- s A D e
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In order to control the quality of our production, regular quality tests are carried
out. These tests are done in certified laboratories in the countries to which we
export. However, in order to offer the finest quality slate, CUPA PIZARRA’'S own
laboratories carry out additional tests as part of our internal quality control system.

CUPA PIZARRAS quality system works under the premise of continuous improvement thanks to the feedback
extrapolated from customer satisfaction surveys. External tests and revisions to our quality system also enable us

to continually improve our processes.




Quality that’s Guaranteed

CUPA PIZARRAS, market leader for more than 40 years,
offers its customers a guarantee that is hard to match:
traceability. Traceability ensures that the company has
the ability to identify and to provide information about the
origin and the production history of a certain product.

What is traceability? It is a complete quality control system,
which implies that the company has the ability to identify
and to provide information about the origin and the
manufacturing history of a certain product. It comprises
two parts, the tracing stage, and the follow-up. You trace
a particular unit, and/or a group of products within the
supplying chain, when you identify their origin. The follow-
up means you can follow the journey of a specific unit
within the supplying chain.

For CUPA PIZARRAS to be able to offer such a guarantee
has meant the implementation of a very thorough quality
control system, since the entire production process take
place within the premises of the company.

Cupa Pizarras offers its
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Slate as building material

The Galician Association of Slate Producers [AGP) has pointed out various
reasons for Spain’s specialisation and leadership in natural slate. Factors
such as the traditional use of slate as a roofing material in north-western
Spain created a natural market where the importance of the quality of
the slate was only equalled by the ability of the slate masons.

The qualities that AGP points out are backed by market evidence. Slate
performance depends on how it is used by builders, roofing contractors,
and architects, for whom slate is not only a natural material with certain
properties and a particular appearance, but also an extremely durable
and easy-to-maintain material when compared to other artificial roofing
materials.




Slate Geology

Characteristics

CUPA PIZARRAS slate is 100% natural.

Slate is a metamorphic rock of sedimentary origin that dates
back to the Ordovician period (550 million years ago). It is mainly
composed of quartz, sericite and minerals of the chlorite group.
The use of slate as a construction material can be traced back
to the ancient Egyptians and the inhabitants of Iron Age
settlements in north-western Spain.

Present since the beginning of human history, slate was formed
by the superposition of clay sediments on the sea bed. Due to
high pressure, high temperatures and an intense deformation
during the Hercinic orogenesis, they were subjected to
metamorphic phenomena, which caused a change in the
mineralogical composition of clay and a reorientation of minerals
in parallel planes, called schistosity or fissility planes.

When slate is seen through a microscope, it shows the typical
slate-type lepidoblastic texture with a marked orientation of its
minerals depending on the schistosity. Iron oxides and sulphurs,
carbonaceous matter, carbonates, feldspars, etc. are often
found as secondary minerals.

In order to be developed, a slate deposit should have the following
geological and mining characteristics:

-a suitable chemical and mineralogical composition

-a degree of deformation suitable for the development of a
very penetrative schistosity.

- potential for the extraction of commercial slate

- a lack of discontinuities (i.e. fractures, kink-bands, quartz,
crenulation, etc.)

CUPA slate is extracted from Grade A deposits and only cut to achieve the desired shape and thickness for individual

markets.

The colour of slate depends on its mineral structure and the size of the mineral grains that define its composition.

The value of slate lies in its properties, among the most important of which are: impermeability, durability, and versatility.




Innovation and care in the manufacturing process

As soon as the purity and viability of the slate
composition has been ascertained, deve-
lopment of the site begins.

Once earthworks and other initial tasks have
been completed, the slate is extracted in large
blocks in accordance with the techniques best
suited to the particular quarry i.e. open air
quarry or underground mining.







Cupa Pizarras advises its clients in the best use of
natural slate

The design and construction of slate
roofs requires a complete control of
installation techniques and of the
factors that will ensure maximum
performance and safety.
Geographical location, environmental
conditions, the pitch of the roof and
the size of the slate etc. all play an
important part in the correct use of
natural slate.

CUPA PIZARRAS has written manuals
on the installation of slate roofs that
include a detailed explanation off the
basic principles and comprehensive
explanations of the best methods,
both traditional and modern for the
correct installation of a slate roof.

Each manual is fully compliant with
the local regulations of each country
where we are represented.
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Coverage Tables

THE WORLD'S NUMBER ONE SLATE PRODUCER

= 42-year experience.

14 slate quarries

22 slate processing warehouses.

800 employees.

more than 140,000 tons exported every year.

we export to France, UK, Ireland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Switzerland, Holland, Japan, Australia, Portugal, New
Zealand, United States, Bulgaria, Poland, Argentina, and Chile.

the very latest production technology.




Principle Quarry Locations
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Where to find us

United Kingdom

45 Moray Place 1 EDINBURGH EH3 6BQ 1 Tel. +44 131 22 53 111 1 Fax +44 131 22 05 463

Spain

La Medua, s/n 132330 SOBRADELO DE VALDEORRAS | Ourense 1 Tel. +34 988 335 410 1 Fax +34 988 335 599
France

Alma City 7¢me étage 1 35074 RENNES CEDEX 1 Tel. +33 2 23 30 07 30 1 Fax +33 2 23 30 07 31

Belgium

Quai Sakharov, 181 B 7500 TOURNAI | Tel. +32 69 84 42 32 1 Fax +32 69 84 42 34
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